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ſang was delivered at a time when many fatal 5 : 


reat thee therefore, O Reader, whoever thou art, to Te I 
with that ſerious and awful attention whith it deſerves; 
nay the bleſſing of the Mosr Hicu attend thy peruſal. If Imight © 
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and all its flatering profjetts appear to dani. if at that mne 
halt find in the following pages but ONE argument to induce thee tod 


watt with more cheerful acquieſcence till thy laft change; 8 . 1 
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The text illuſtrated—Frequeney « of N of it in the Bible 
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That it is contrary to our natural love of life— That it proceeds from 
want of fortitude, ambition, benevolence, and gratitude—That i it indi- 


cates a neglect of duty, a perverted imagination, and a diſregard to the 
divine authority Awful thoughts on futurity—Obj ections. of the infidel: 


 —View of. annihilation—An appeal to the wretched on their paſt happi- | 


neſs—Suicide. as unjuſtifiable 1 in the infidel as in the chriſtian—Refutation. 


of the arguments in favour of Suicide; from: life being a burden, from 


pain, poverty, reproach, remorſe, diſappointment, loſs of friends, &c. 
Crimes that are ſimilar in their nature to Suicide—Different ſpecies of 


murder—Duelling—Intemperance | a ſpecies of Suicide—Drunkenneſs— 


; Debauchery—Wilfully endangering life—Fatal effects of melancholy and 
deſpair The ſelf-murderer addreſſed as a ſon, a huſband, a father, a- 
brother, a friend, a lover, a member of ſociety, a ſubject, a patriot, a 
chriſtian, and an infidel—A concluding addreſs to the audience, with 
arguments drawn from every ſituation in life to diſſuade from the crime 


of Suicide. e 4 00 58 
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s che ſubjea oY the. Reben Address is age intereſting, 
by could not. have choſen a text more ſuitable to it, than 
the words I have now read. This noble and pious reſolution of 
Job ſeems to have ariſen from the melancholy thought, that 
when human life 3 is once gone, it is altogether ir ecoverable: 
| chat the plant and the 4 though cut down, budded afreſh, 
yet no ſuch renovation. was granted to: man. Attend to his ele- 
gant. and pathetic deſcription: 3 
3 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of 
: trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down; he 
fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continueth not. Seeing his days 
are determined; the number of his months are with thee; 
thou haſt appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs. For there 
is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will ſprout again, 
and: that the tender. branch thereof will not ceaſe. Though the 
root thereof wax old in the earth, and the ſtock thereof die in 
the ground, yet through the ſcent of water it will bud, and bring 
forth boughs like a plant. But man dieth, and waſteth away, 
yea man giveth up the ghoſt, and where is he? As the waters 
fail from the ſea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up; ſo man 
lieth down, and riſeth not till the heavens be no more; they 
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mall not awake nor be raiſed oui of their ſleep. If a man die, 
ſhall he live again? ALL THE DAYS OF MY APPOINTED TIME 


WILL I WAIT TILL MY CHANGE "COME. * 


His reaſoning ſeems to be this: If 4 ſhall put a final 
period to my purſuits and enjoyments in the preſent late,” I will 


not haſten the approach of that hour. I will wait with reſigna- 


tion and gratitude till my appointed change ſhall arrive. I will 
not provoke thy diſpleaſure, O thou all-gracious Author of my 
being. My life, and whatever 1 poſſeſs are thine; and wh P 


thou art Pleaſed to reſume them, Twill chearfully acquit efce? 


Would to Heaven that this were the prevailing temper of al 
of us. We ſhould not then be ſo often diſtreſſed with the me- 


lancholy tidings of ſo many of our fellow-creatures ruſhing un- 
called into the preſence of their judge. The frequency of this 4 


event has polluted with nn 1 the anhals' of this 


As the I 7 and dbteavity bf the age ſeem to be nig to a 
criſis, ſo Svicivs, the offspring of hell, the dire attendant of 
guilt, remorſe and deſpair, begins to infect, by its baleful influ- 


ence, more unhappy votaries than ever. As this circumſtance 
demands the attention of every friend of religion and of man- 


kind, allow me, my honoured hearers, to deliver my ſentiments 


on it with all ſincerity and earneſtneſs; ; entreating, at the ſame 


time from you, that attention which a cauſe ſo important de- 


ſerves. And may HE, who has all hearts in his own hand, 


deeply impreſs yours with what will be advanced. TO 
If there be any now preſent who are a prey to the demon of 


melancholy if diſappointment and anguiſh have overtaken you; 
if life has loſt all power to pleaſe ; if the gloom of deſpondency 


begins 


#3 
begins to ſettle round you, and exclude every. ray of hope; let 
one, who can feel for your diſtreſs, endeavour to ee it 3. 
let him forewvarn you againſt that fatal temptation which may 
lead to a crime the moſt unjuſtifiable and N 0 l whi eh, 
eee. can never OG . IN 
oed on el $i” ad mporunt Cubjeey; 1 1 I hall 
mY e the charakter and N of thoſe who al 
gully of Suicide. 

II. I ſhall thlbs a view 1 the moſt plauſible Ante Has 
are v mwg urged in its defence; and then conclude with dane # 
ſerious admonitions to diſſuade from the commiſſion of it. 

I. In a to conſider the character and diſpoſition of thoſe 
dis: have been deluded into this eee it _ ve Lan af to 
mention/afew exainples;> on! 1 50 I OUOLIOATIT 15 

Such, however, do not Epquenely: occur in the ed wri- 
tings. It is ſomewhat remarkable, that in the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, which contains almoſt every kind of precept relating to our 
conduct in life, there i is not found one prohibition againſt SELF= 
MURDER. Hence we may infer, that ſuch a crime was judged to 
be ſo contrary to nature, that it was hardly probable it would 
ever be attempted. And indeed, if it was not ſo E com- 
mitted, it would ſcarce appear credible. 2 7 an 

The firſt inſtance on record in the Bible fi we may rank "on 
among ſuch) was SAMSON, who, being betrayed into the hands of 
his enemies, deprived of his fight, and made a public object of 
deriſion, pulled down the houſe wherein he and a great multi- 
tude were aſſembled, by which they all periſhed. This was Sui- 
cide and murder united. It no doubt proceeded from the inſti- 


nns gation 


ITE 


gation, * revenge, but upon no principle whatſoever! can. id be 
juſtified., The next example of Suicide was that of da u und his 
Armayr bearer, Who, at the battle on mount Gilhos. fell uponi 
their words and died. Saul was diſtreſſed in mimd, bis ſons 
were ſlain, he himſelf was wounded, and in danger af being 
ſubdued by the Philiſtines. Another inſtance we find was 
ACHITOPREL, who, when his counſel way rejected, went home, 
put his houſe in order, 98 then perpetrated the fatal deed.—— 
| This was evidently the effect of deſpondency and diſappointed 
pride. But the moſt, memorable inſtances of Self · murder in the 
ſcriptures. was that of Jupas, the betrayer of his Lord and Maſter, 
who, after being long honoured by the friendſhi p and. inftruc- 
tion of our Savious, atted the perhdous part of enen him 

up into the hands of his enemies. He was ſeized with the keen- 
eſt remorſe for ſuch baſe ingratitude, and put a period to lun un. 
worthy life. His unhappy exit is particularly related. 

Theſe, and fuch as theſe, are the men who have raſhly a 
impiouſly adventured into the unknown world, inſtead of © wants 
ing with patience till their change came.” Need I explare: the 
annals of heathen hiſtory? Need I mention the conduct of 
Caro, BRurus, ANTONY, NxkO, and many others, aw eh 
her from a miſtaken pride in not ſubmitting to the foe, or from 

the agonies of guilt and deſpair, were prompted to this violent 

and irretrievable act? But where is there in reaſon or in reli- 
gion one pretext or palliation of ſuch a crinſ e? 

Is it not, in the firſt place, contrary to the frongeſt- ini; of ; 

nature, SELF-PRESERVATION ? Does not that propenſity: predo- 


minate in every creature endowed with life? When did you | 
ever hear of the INFERIOR animals, who, of their own accord, 
_ deſtroyed 


"38 . 5 
ee” r 
5 x 


ing in the univerſe, who fuppreſſeth the feelings ef '1NST1NGP 
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aeftroyed themſelves? Do they not all ſhrink from ae and 
avoid the approaches of death? And ſhall MAN be the only be. 


itſelf? Shall other creatures follow, without deviation, the plain 
path of nature, and ſhall man, ungrateful, inconſiſtent man, 


- burſting uncontrouled over the bounds preſcribed by reaſon, 


Waaler, duty, plunge precipitately into the gulf of perdition? 
We are told, that © no man hateth his own fleſh, but loveth 


258 cheriſheth it.” But thou, O ſelf. deſtroyer, ear faite hire 
impious hand againſt thy LIFE itſelf! We are told that * the light 


is ſweet, and that it is a pleaſant thing for the eyes to behold the 
fin.” But thou, without remorſe, canſt hide thyſelf from the 
| beams of that luminary, and command it to ſhine upon thee no 


more! Thus It is, that che crime of Suicide i 18 directly contrary | 


to the firſt and fondeft wiſh of nature herſelf. 


In the ſecond place, this crime indicates a weakneſs and TiMI- 


'DITY OF MIND; a want of fortitude to reſiſt or ſupport the cala- 
mities of life. How baſe and cowardly is it to fly from the field 
ol battle, inſtead of being rouſed to fight, to conquer, or to pe- 
riſh in the glorious ſtruggle ? We are taught, that it is only © he 


who overcometh that ſhall inherit all things ;” that *he that en- 
dureth to the end {hall be ſaved ;” and that if we are © faithful 
unto the death, we ſhall receive the crown of life.” So that it is 


© PERSEVERANCE only that can crown with triumph the chriſtian 


hope. I grant indeed, that life is a perpetual ſcene of action or of 


_ ſuffering; that a thouſand hardſhips and difficulties lie in wait to 


intimidate our hearts, and to retard our progreſs. But ſhall we 


not, for that very reaſon, be animated with that chriſtian hero- 
iſm and bravery of foul, which will prevent us from being too 
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and tumultuous, then it is that he is called upon, not to put an 
| RAND to his life,. but 0. exert all his vigilance, bravery, and 


in PRESERVING it. 80 it ſhould be with us: when e | 


( 0 1 
in the hour of adverſity? "Amidſt calm ſeas and 


ſerene — che pilot may reſt ſecure; but hen che heavens 
darken, when the tempeſt riſes, when the Whole dean is raging 


threaten, our ſouls ſhould be all exertion, and, inſtead of 


ſhrinking, like the Self-aſſaſlin, from the ſcene of action, we 
ſhould boldly. reſiſt, and perſevere to the end. But v 
8 cient for theſe things? The chriſtian hero. With what, armour 
is he cloathed? Hear it deſcribed in the nervous and elegant lan- 


vho-1s ſuffi- 


guage of the Apoſtle. Take unto you the whole armour of 


h God, that ye may be able to withſtand in the evil day, and hav- 
ing done all to ſtand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt 


about with truth, and having on the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, 


= dip feet ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of peace. 


bove all taking the ſhield. of faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able 


2 o quench all the fiery darts, of the wicked. And take the hel- 
met of ſalvation, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which 1s the word 
of God.” If therefore, O man, thou art clothed in chis armour, 


thou ſhalt go. forth undaunted to the held of combat. 66 anner, ö 
ing and to conquer. 
Hear up a few "ny 3 Fr 1 1 
T hou fhalt repoſe in that peaceful manſion, © where the weary 


are at reſt, and the wicked ceaſe from troubling.” 


Hence it appears, that he who is truly armed ok the chrilin | 


warfare will never have recourſe to the fatal act of Suicide. 


In the next place, the man who is guilty of this crime, diſco- 
vers an indolent, unaſpiring mind; a want of AMBITION to be 
3 either | 


A+ 


„ 


ciher great on uſeful- We are naturally formed to be active, 
andi progreſſive in our reſearches. But he who, takes 


aw ay bac life fruſtrates the very end of Providence. In vain 


does he begin the path of wiſdom or of glory, if he ſhall thus in- 
capacitate himſelf from proceeding in it any farther. He will 
act the inconſiſtent part of a man, who, when he is conſtructing 


ſome curious piece of workmanſhip, in which he was ambitious 


to excel, ſhould with his own hands deſtroy what he had already 


performed. Why did our Maker implant in us ſuch an ardent 
deſixe afſten knowledge and fame, if he had not intended. that 


we ſhould proceed uniformly in the means of acquiring them? 
Shall we; therefore, with perverted ambition, after we have juſt 


emerged from the clouds of i ARHOFANCe.. ſhut our eyes againſt the 
Wn light, and plunge into the v 


10WN- abyſs? n 
Farther, the commiſſion of this dreadful crime proceeds from 


want of BENEVOLENCE, or a concern for the good of ſociety. 


I a man has it in his power to relieve or protect a little com- 
e who depend upon his friendſhip, would not that man 


be accounted barbarous and inhumane, who ſhould voluntarily 


withdraw himſelf from their aſſiſtance ? But how much more 


criminal is it in thee, O cruel man, to tear thyſelf from all the 
ties of nature, and abandon for, ever thy duty to ſociety? Per- 
| haps thou wilt ſay in excuſe, that thou art diſengaged from all 
the tender relations of life, and that thou art INCAPABLE of doing ö 


any ſervice to mankind. But tell me, thou wicked and floth- 
ful ſervant,” Where is the man who ſtands unconnected with the 
public good, or who. is incapable of promoting it? Let the 
ſphere which thou occupieſt be ever ſo contracted or obſcure, 


ſtall thy life is dear to many, and 1 its loſs will be bitterly lamented. 


Society 


1 


Sbeieh is like a grand and regular machine, put into motion 
by the hand of the Almighty, every ſpring of ws even the 
moſt inconſiderable, has a certain part to perform, and if it 

ceaſe to perform that, it diſconcerts the mne of the whole. 
Come forward, thou deluded mortal, who pretendeſt to be diſ. 
engaged from the ſocial duties, and ſay, Is there no perſon who 
needs thy aſſiſtance, thy counſel, thy conſolation ? Repair this 
day to the abodes of miſery, and thou wilt find the tender and 
upright heart ready to break for anguiſh, and the lovelieſt coun- 
tenance bathed in tears. Haſten to relieve them; TRY: at leaſt 
to remove their affliction. The attempt itſelf is meritorious ; 
it is godlike. Is not this worth living for? If no ſuch objects 
occur to-day, wait till to-morrow, and new ſcenes | may offer: 
| Wilt thou for ever put it our of THY POWER to perform the 
offices of humanity ? If thou canſt hope to make one perſon 
happier even for one hour, it is a ſufficient motive for thee to 
preſerve thy life. Thy king, thy country, thy kindred, and 
fociety at large, have a demand upon thee for the ſervices 'of 
thy life ſo long as it is continued, and if thou art guilty of that 
inhuman 1 thou art end the Hater and n, ors man- 

In the next place, the Self-murderer not only indicates e awant 
of benevolence to his fellow-creatures, but of GRATITUDE to his 
Creator, by thus abuſing his moſt precious gift. Is not exiſtence 
a bleſſing? Is it not a bleſſing unſolicited, unmerited, and for 
which we can never make a ſufficient recompence? And ſhall 
we ſo far diſregard the ineſtimable gift of life as wantonly to 
ſport with it, and with our own hands to deſtroy it? 


Li Suppoſe 
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- Suppoſe that a- krbendd ſhould honour us with ſome valuable 
N preſent as a token of his bounty, would not HE have reaſon to 
think himſelf injured and affronted, if we ſhould deform and 
disfigure that preſent, and with ſpiteful malice daſſi it to pieces? 
But haſt not thou, O man, received from thy Creator the gift 
of in immortal exiſtence? Are not the faculties of thy ſoul a 
part of His nature? Are not tlie organs of thy body the work 6f 
his hand? And wilt thou ungratefully cut aſunder the tender tie 
by which that ſoul and body are united? Learn, therefore, to 
render to thy Creator that moſt rational homage of nee 
and i improving the powers he has given thee. 10 
I To proceed; this Heaven-daring crime implies i in at —— 
total diſregard of that puTY which our Maker has been pleaſed 
* alſign us. Each of us has a certain Part to perform; ſome 1 
Righer, ſome a lower, ſome more conſpicuous, ſome more ob. 
ſcure. pr" therefore, we are either negligent 1 in our offer o 
if we relinquiſh it without permiſſion, we are e abe 
dient and rebellious to the Author of our being. 16710 
© - Suppoſe a ſoldier wilfully diſqualifies himſelf for dhe fervies | 
of his Commander, or deſerts his ſtation before the time, is not 
he therefore accounted highly criminal? Shall not we then; 
whoſe duties in life are ſo various and important, be equally 
culpable for a ſimilar conduct Let us therefore reſolve, with the 
| pious Job in my text, that All the oy of our appointed time 
we will wait till our change come.” The awful mandate will 
ſoon arrive from the King of the armies of heaven to diſmiſs us 


from our preſent fation : then, and 1 not TILL THEN, are we au- 
—— to forſake itt : eee 
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In the next place, This crime proceeds frequently. from a 
GLOOMY. and MISGUIDED. IMAGINATION, by which. a man is 
tempted to diſtruſt Providence, and almoſt to accuſe it of cru- 
elty and injuſtice. He imagines that he is now as miſerable as 
be can be, and that his Maker has no more happineſs in ſtore 
for him. How weak and fallacious is ſuch a concluſion? Tell 
me the ſituation when any of you has a right to ſay, Now ¾ I 
am arrived at the utmoſt criſis of diſtreſs, and the enjoyment of 
life is for ever fled.” Have not you often found, that hed ö 
your heart has been ſinking in ſorrow, and your officious ima 
gination has preſented before you the moſt unpleaſing proſpects N 
that in a ſhort time the cloud was removed, and the daun of 
hope aroſe upon your foul ? This life is a varying ſcene of ſuffer- 
ing and of pleaſure. Nothing is fixed and permanent. Let us 
therefore be cautious of indulging a deſponding temper. Though , 
«. weeping endures for a night, yet joy may come in the 
morning.” Shall we not wait at leaſt till that morning arrive? 
Shall we put it out of the power of QMNIPOTENCE itſelf to make 
us happier in the preſent ſtate? What though you are ignorant 
of the hour to come, have you not reaſon to believe that every 
thing is conducted for the beſt? Wait therefore on the Lord, 
and do not miſtruſt his adminiſtration. Have you not heard of 
men, who, on ſome. diſtreſsful tidings which concerned their 
fortune or other views, have given themſelves over to deſpair, 
and inſtantly put an end to their life? And yet, in a ſhort time, 
perhaps the very next day, the face of things was changed, and 
Providence was ready to pour down the richeſt bleſſings on him 
who was then incapable of receiving them! on him who was 


Vins a cold and ſenſeleſs corſe! Had he lived that * longer, 
42 =o 
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he might have ed greater ſucceſs a and N ay than his 
* —— hopes had anticipated. 5 
Examples of this melancholy nature fegen, 220 | 
ſhould teach us not to be premature in our eohetullow] but to 
wait with reſignation till the gloom of adverſity be difpelled. 
Such: fatal raſhneſs 1 is highly impious, as it proceeds from a I 
born 1 ingneſs to ſubmit to the ſupreme diſpoſal. * 
We Houldlikewile conſider,” that the moſt violent mich 1 
is feldom of long uance; that it carries its own remedy 
along with it; and that it often terminates in that . tran- 
2 _—_ which 3 is more deſirable than pleaſure itſelf. 
uld conſider, that even our happy moments eee | 
their higheſt reliſh from the experience of paſt pain; that our 
very errors are often the occaſion of our virtues ; and that, on 
the knowledge of our former follies, we raiſe the ſtructure of 
our future wiſdom. In — we ſhould conſider that apparent 
evil-often ends in real good; that the moſt beautiful order 
ſprings out of a ſeeming .confuſion ; and that health, fortune, 
Joy, are oſten the reſult of ſickneſs, poverty, and anguiſh. 
There is.no one in this: audience who can look back upon his 
paſt life without acknowledging the truth of theſe refleQions. 
If, therefore, our preſent ſtate is full of unforeſeen viciſſitudes, 
let us hope and endeavour for the beſt; and beware left we to- 
tally EXTINGUISH the _ of life, inſtead of rn till it n 
brighter. TUE | e 
This moſt atrocious crime comprehends'i in it likewiſe a want 
of SUBMISSION to the Judge and Arbitrator of human affairs. 
HE it is who does his will in the armies of heaven, and among 
me inhabitants of this lower earth. None can ſtay his hand 


from 


1 
111 
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from working, or ſay unto him, What doſt chow? It is his prero- 
gative to wound, and to heal; to kill, and to make alive. Wilt 
thou, O blind man, aſſume His right, Adifputing (as it were) this - 
authority, and challenging him to do his Worſt? Does: he tans 
ſee thy repining thoughts ?; Is he not a witneſs of thy i 
reſolution? Doſt thou know hat vengeance hie has in tore Ps 
ſuch preſumptuous offenders? Ho canſt thou withſland'the ter- 
rors of his indignation ? Learn then to tremible at the'thbught of 
offending Hi who is the potentate of heaven, earth, and hell; at 
whoſe, imperial mandate the various ranks of being bow adoring 1 
In the laſt place, the Self murderer appears to be totally un- 
impreſſed with that reverence and awful ebe wh ich _ 1 
attend the thoughts oha · future ſtate d . ng vor? 
Remember, O man, that the soul, enen now animates thy 
8 is deſtined to ſurvive the pang of diſſolution. Allow me 
therefore to reaſon a little with thee before thou committeſt the 
act of frenzy. Pauſe, ponder. ee art thou? Whither art 
thou going? What wilt thou ſoon be? Thou art about to launch 
into that awful ocean, whoſe domains 3 are unbounded and un- 
known! Thou art ſtanding on the very brink of eternity. EER 
NITY! what art thou? Our weak faculties are loſt in the con- 
templation of thee. We ſoar; e ſtretch; but all is dark be- 
yond! No one is permitted to return and bring us tidings of 
thee. Vet let us not be preſumptuouſly inquiſitive.  'A ſhort 
time hence and we ſhall explore thy vaſt dominions. Wethen 
| ſhall know wHarT 1T 18 To DiE. But, O thou all-wiſe-Diſpoler, 
forbid that the ſolemn hour ſhould find us unprepared ; much 
leſs that we ſhould accelerate i its approach. No! = all the) PE 
of our appointed time we will wait tall our charige come.” 
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Whence comes it to pals that the very THOUGHT of Eternity 
dons not deter thee, thou raſh Adventurer? Canſt thou quit this 
bfe without reluctance? Canſt thou tear thy heart from all thou 
haſt ever loved? Canſt thou meditate: the fatal ſtab without 
caſting one fond look behind thee ? But remember, that it is 
not merely the ſhutting thine eyes on this lower world, and 
parting with thy ſweeteſt enjoyments, that gives death its dark- 
eſt Rs Is it not rather the unknown hereafter ?—ls it not 
——— The dread of ſomething after death; 
That undiſcovered country, from whoſe boume 
No traveller returns? $a. 1 
But it appears, that the DREAD OF SOMETHING AFTER DEATH 
hey no influence upon thee; and that, rather than bear a few 
tranſient evils, thou wilt riſk thine eternal ſalvation, and with 
open eyes ruſh forward into darkneſs. Doſt thou not reflect, 
that but a few moments will paſs, and thou wilt be extended 
on the cold ground, pale, ghaſtly, lifeleſs ! that thine affrighted 
ſoul may be hovering over its late abode ; or exploring ſome 
unknown region ; or ſtanding before its judge ; receiving the ir- 
reverſible ſentence, and doomed to the dwellings of deſpair ! 
Theſe are dreadful thoughts: the very rossiBILIry of them 
makes us tremble! If therefore thou art deaf to the calls of 
Religion, liſten to the voice of Nature—Let conſcience peak 
Hold thine impious hand Forbear a crime at which thy heart 
recoils, which thy reaſon condemns, which chriſtianity has ac- 
curſed, at which the angels weep, the devils triumph, and to 
puniſh which the red-flaming ſword of juſtice is for ever un- 
ſheathed! Reflect, therefore, that thy ſoul is immortal; that 
the conſcience within thee is the *< worm that never dies; 5 that 
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thou art accountable. to thy God for this laſt and moſt aggra- 
vated of thy crimes, and though thou art ignorant of the pu- 
niſhment due to it, yet beware of ee HIM who reigns the 


dread Potentate of the inviſible world. 


I am here aware of an objection. The man, wh is 4 
mise on Self. deſtruction, will perhaps tell me, that the pre- 
ceding arguments drawn from FUTURITY have no weight upon 
him, becauſe he TOTALLY DISBELIEVES IT. That he is uncon- 


nected with any ſyſtem of revelation, and looks upon the whole 


as viſionary and deluſive. That he is perſuaded within him- 
ſelf that the hour of death will put a final period to his ſuffer- 
ings and exiſtence; and that his reaſon tells him, it is wiſeſt to 
eſcape from miſery when he has the means in his own power. 


If theſe be thy ſentiments, thou weak and wicked man, allow 


me to tell thee, that the conduct thou art purſuing is totally in- 


conſiſtent with thy principles Thou believeſt that there is no 
happineſs to be enjoyed but in this life, and yet thou canſt wik 


lingly remove thyſelf from that life and happineſs together. 
Let me therefore addreſs thee as an IiNFIDEL,' and endeavour 
to vanquiſh thee with thine own weapons. Let me prove to 
thy reaſon, that whether thou believeſt in a future ſtate or not, 
the act of Suicide is . unnatural, immoral, and altogether 
unjuſtifiable. 1 555 

Suppoſe then, that thou art a convert to the doctrine of an- 
NIHILATION : Does that word convey no horror? Think what 
it is to be eraſed from the book of life! to be reduced to thy 


primitive nothing! © Thoſe thoughts that wander through Eter- 


nity to be ſwallowed up and loſt in the wide womb of uncreated 
night, devoid of ſenſe and motion :” no more to ſearch and 


meditate 


1 2 1 


meditate the works of God! no more to rejoice in thine exiſt- 
_ ence, and i in the proſpect of unbounded felicity l h more to, 
bear a part in the great, harmonious ſyſtem of nature, and to 
join the anthem of univerſal praiſe ! The very thought of ſuch 
a ſituation is full of terror. But ſuppoſing thou canſt reconcile 

thyſelf to the proſpect of being annihilated; - Has the PRESENT 
life no charms for thee ? Art thou not grateful for What thou 
haſt already enjoyed, and for thy capacity of enjoying more? 
If death were this moment to ſnatch thee from being, wouldſt 
thou not fall down, and adore the God Who made thee, and ac- 
knowledge that thine exiſtence was a bleſſing? that its enjoy- 
ments were more than an equivalent for its pains? Look back, 
I beſeech thee, on the days of innocence: and early youth. 
What pleaſing moments then glided along, unembittered with 
melancholy, remorſe, or fear. In thoſe days when life was 
new, did not the face of nature wear a pleaſing ſmile, and 
beauties, unfelt before, {till ariſe around thee? Did not paren- 
tal fondneſs: ſoothe for thee every rugged ſtep, while thine heart 
expanded with the ſweet emotions of filial love? Was not the 
wiſh of friendſhip dear to thee in thoſe tender years? I appeal 
to thine own experience, to the experience of the moſt diſtreſſed 
individual, how many ſocial, ſympathetic hours you all have 
ſpent; when care was baniſhed, and every uneaſy ſenſation 
lulled to repoſe. Think on the charm of mutual endearments, 
and the virtuous embrace; of loving and of being beloved 
again. Think likewiſe, ye gloomy mortals, who magnify the 
woes of life, what rapture attends the diſcovery of truth, and 
the improvements of knowledge. To feel your ideas growing 
every mw more enlightened, — refined? Think likewiſe 
what 


[= 1 


what Plenſtre chere is in acquiring the applauſe and ef eem of 
your fellow creatures; and how that pleaſure is increaſed ten- 


fold, when confirmed by your own *r ges api and _ 


mony of a good conſcience. Meter tub magdms 51 4 niof. 
In ſhort, reflect upon what you! Shs We enjoyed, and Y 


04h in you of | 


the inſpiring hopes which have often ſprung up 
ſcenes — objefts yet unobtained; and then tell me, if you dare, 
that life is a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing. Till once you can an- 
{wer this from heart-felt conviction, you remain unauthoriſed by 


reaſon to take away that life which was given you as a e er ; 


love, and when once gone, can never be recalled. 
Thus I would reaſon with the PROFESSED INFIDEL, (if thee: 
be any ſuch) and prove to him, that, even on the ſuppoſition 
of no hereafter, the act of Suicips is ingratitude and madneſs. 
After all, it appears ſomewhat uebnnse that the law of 
nature ſhould be ſo far violated in any man, as to make him 
prefer certain death or annihilation to the uncertain troubles of 
a ſhort life. Canſt thou, my friend, relinquiſh all thy paſt 
pleaſures without one parting ſigh? Is it not happineſs even to 


REFLECT on theſe pleaſures, and to renew them in thy delighted 


fancy? The ſame ſcenes may return, and be enjoyed again by 


thee with the ſame extacy. But haſt thou no compaſſion to thoſe 


friends thou art leaving behind? Art thou regardleſs of the bit- 


ter tears they may ſhed over thy grave, while thou art inſenſible 


of their lamentations ? Thou wilt then be lying a companion 
of the worms; thine eyes cloſed on the beauties of nature; thine 
ears deaf to the voice of ſpeech or harmony, and. thine heart 
for ever dead to the emotions of ; Joy. This 1s the condition, 
thou — wretch, to which thou art going to reduce thyſelf. 
Reflect 


4 
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Reſlebt before / it be too late; N. 15 the Author of light and 
2 e n ag which Nn oweſt to bim, to gr e o 
mankind. th 


I have now, as vl pan in FEY hinting unfolded "0 
character and diſpoſition of thoſe who are prompted to this enor- 
mous act. I have endeavoured to prove, that they ſuppreſs the 
very feelings of inſtinct, which impel us to ſelf-preſervation— 
that they diſcover a weakneſs. and timidity of mind, in not 
being able to. ſupport the calamities of life—that they have 
no ambition of excelling, or deſire of improvement—that they 
are deſtitute of benevolence to ſociety, and of a concern for 
its Happineſs—that they are ungrateful to their Maker, in thus 
f deſtroying his gift of life — that they are negligent of the duty. 
aſſigned them that they diſtruſt Providence, and repine at his 


diſpoſals— that they aſſume the prerogative of Him. who is the 


Author and Judge of the Univerſe—and finally, that they are 
deſtitute of a becoming dread and reverence for a future ſlate ; 
or that, provided they do Nor believe in an hereafter, they CY 
inconſiſtently with their own principles, and contrary to the im- 
pulle « of their beſt feelings. If this is the character and diſpoſi- | 
tiom of the Self. deſtroyer, how depraved and horrid does it ap- 
pear! Devoid of every quality which can dignify or adorn hu- 
manity, or which can render us happy in ourſelves, uſeful to 
others, or AGCEPHADIE; in the light of o What now 10 
mains is, | 


II: To take a ſhort view * the nod plauſible arguments wht 
are urged in defence of this Crime. | 


After what we have already Nemo I you will hate he. 
x ſurprized | to hear trat ANY argument can bg employed. in its fa- 
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vour: yet ſuch is che fallibility of human reaſon when once d6- 


praved, that there is ſcarce a vice or folly, which ot — 


votary does not endeavour to juſtify to his own heart. e 


Come then, thou boaſted Reaſoner, and let us hear Kr thy co con- 
debe arguments, thy perſuaſive motives. 
Perhaps thou wilt inform me, that thou art whary, or THY 


LIFE; that it is become a-burden inſupportable. bg anti} 
It my. be ſo. Dur abu is to be blamed? yet 
1 ᷣü•ñ — All have cauſe to ſmile, 


« But thoſe who to themſelves that cauſe deny.” ts 


But why tired of life? Haſt thou already lived long ended ? 
Haſt thou finiſhed the work which was given thee to do? Haſt 
thou performed every thing which thou covLDsr, for th 
of thy Creator, the improvement of thy faculties, and the good 


of mankind? If thou haſt finiſhed thy taſk at the noon-day of 


thy life, reſt ſatisfied. But if there is one part of duty which re- 
mains unperformed, and yet was in thy power, thou haft no 
excuſe in the eyes of God or man for ſuch culpable remiſineſs. 
And haſt thou the preſumption to aſſert that life is a burden, 1 
when thine own indolence or errors have rendered it ſo? Till 

once thou haſt employed thy time in the purſuits of utility or 
wiſdom, thou haſt no right to retreat from the field of action. 
Conſider likewiſe, that the leſs thou haſt hitherto done, the more 

is expected from thee in thine after conduct, and that thou art 

now called upon to make amends to ſociety for an infignth- 


cant or a blameable life. 
Perhaps thou wilt advance another motive which impells thee 


to the fatal reſolution, that thou art ſurrounded by INDIGENCE 


and 
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and DISTRESS, by means of the cruelty or fraud of abend! 
that ſharp hunger gnaws thy vitals; that the ſcanty garment 
ſcarcely covers thee ; that balmy ſleep denies its viſits; and, to 
add to thy anguiſh, that thou beholdeſt an nsLPLESS OFF- 
SPRING pouring out their ſouls in unavailing tears. 'To thee 
they cry, on thee they depend, and yet thou art unable to 


relieve them. Thou feeleſt the pang of nature: paternal af- 
fection yearns within thee: it almoſt rends thee to diſtraction. 
But hold Suppreſs the wild idea If thou haſt one ſpark of 
affection for theſe ſhivering, defenceleſs babes, it will prompt 
thee to preſerve thy life rox THEIR $aKE. - Wilt thou abandon 
them to a cruel, inhoſpitable world, where they may have 
cauſe to imprecate vengeance on thy head? If thy departed 
| fpirit be allowed to viſit earth, muſt it not behold with com- 
paſſion and remorſe thoſe wretched relicts who by thy crime 
are perhaps deprived of the neceſſaries of life; ſeduced into 
the ſnares of the abandoned; loſt to every noble and generous 
feeling, and breathing their Laſt in the agonies of remorſe and 
deſpair? It was thy cruelty, thou unnatural father, which re- 
duced them to this deplorable ſtate. Methinks I behold them 
i ſtanding along with thee before the tribunal of God: they give 
in their evidence; they accuſe thee as the voluntary AUTHOR 
—— all their woes, in deſerting them at their utmoſt need, at a 
time when there was none to help them. How couldſt thou 
bear a reproach ſo inconceivably bitter, and yet ſo juſt ? Learn 


then, that every argument for Suicide drawn from indigence 
and diſtreſs, is weak, deluſive, and wicked. 


What, likewiſe, though thou art languiſhing on a bed of 
sick Ess, or even tortured with the keeneſt pain ; ; be taught 
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by religion, that every affliction comes from the hand of' f 


an affectionate Father, who wounds only that he may heal, who 
chaſtens that he may ſave for ever; who will not puniſh. his 

creatures more than they are able to bear; but in his on good 
time and manner will relieve them from all their diſtreſſes. 


Wait, therefore, his all-ruling will, and forbear to murmur at 
his diſpoſal. The nobleſt duty of man is to be T for what 


he enjoys, and acquieſcent in what he ſuffers. 
Suppoſe, likewiſe, that thy 6o0D' NAME and REPUTATION hits 


| been injured ; that an odium has been caſt upon thine honour, 


as thou calleſt it; and that thou canſt not. poſſibly ſurvive ſuch an 


ignominy. But what if thou haſt DESERVED that odium ? 
Where is the life ſo ſpotleſs as not to merit the reprehenſions of 
friendſhip, or the attacks of ſlander? Why then ſhouldſt thou 
be offended at the world for telling thee the truth ? Strive there- 
fore, by thy future conduct, to remove the cloud of detraction 


which now obſcures- thy reputation. It is in thine own power to 


ſhine abroad to the world more illuſtrious than ever. But doſt 
thou think to clear thy character by dying? Will not this rather 


mark it with blacker infamy, and leave ſuch an indelible ſtain on 


thy memory, as all the efforts of thy ſurviving friends ſhall ne- 


ver be able to eraſe ? It, on the other hand, thou haſt been lan- 


UNJUSTLY, the only method of diſappointing theſe malevolent 
attacks, is to prove, by thy future life, THAT THOU HAST NOT 


DESERVED THEM. Then ſhall the arrows of calumny rebound 


with double violence upon thoſe who ſent them. If thine own i 
conſcience approve thee, let the world do and ſay what they will, 
they cannot injure thee. They never can take away that honour 


and 
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and ſelf eſteem which i is . in the heart, and out of the 
reach of all external attempts, 15110 3 . A 
But, perhaps, thou wilt urge ty * Wa ee the the re- 
troſpelt of thy paſt life diſtracts thee with horror, and that thou 
art unable to bear the REFLECTIONS OF THINE, OWN MIND. This - 
indeed is a moſt dreadful ſituation. But where is the remedy . 
What medicine can ſoothe thy mental pain? I am afraid that 1 
even the ſleep of death will render it more acute! Doſt n not 
nnn at the thought of ruſhing into Eternity werk! 


0 With all thine imperſections on thy yea.” de j 


| Jian therefore, firſt to ſecure x peace with that OY wich. 
in, which is thy kind Monitor, thy ſtrit Witneſs, thine impartial 
Judge, and moſt bitter Tormenter. Learn to ſilence its ſharp 
; upbraidings. 'How ?—By obeying its friendly dictates. The 
wiore thy paſt life hath been polluted with guilt, thou haſt need 
of a longer time to eraſe the impreſſion. Begin, therefore, by in- 
ſpecting that invenomed wound which gnaws thine heart; probe 
it to the quick; the balm of x penitence will ſoon give it eaſe, and 
health and joy be reſtored to thy ſoul. But if, in this ſtate of 
agitation, thou perpetrateſt the hell-prompted deed, thou wilt 
act the part of a madman, who, when he finds his houſe in diſ- 
order, inſtead of repairing it, pulls it down upon his own head. 
' Farther, ſuppoſe thou advanceſt, as a palliation of thy crime, 
that in one fatal moment thy firm-built fabric of human hopes 
was overturned, and that all thy well laid ſchemes were fruſtrated 
by ſome circumſtance which thou couldſt neither have foreſeen | 
nor avoided. But tell me, On what FOUNDATION was that 7 
tem z of ſanguine expectations erekted ? Was it on the unſtabie 
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dais of chance or MORT or-on-the-whim and exprice of man? 
If built on theſe, it ought not to appeur firange that thy views 
have been diſappointed. Such is the deceitfulnefy'of human af- 
fairs, that when we think we are within the reach of our warmeſt 
wiſkes, we only catch at a flying phantom, which has allured 
us from the path of peace, and made all our toiling purſuit 
it end in vanity and vexation of ſpirit. Why, therefore, wilt 
thou fooliſhly revenge on thyſelf an accident v hich thou couldſt 
not have prevented? But if, on the other hand; this misfortane 
has been the effect of INE OWN INEXPERIENCE or negligence, 
learn to be wiſer for the future; conftrud thy plans on a more ſo- 
hid bafis, and/ſhew' to the world, that thou k the uſes of 
pl and art able to declare walk ev N It is n 
511 hinks I hear ! in i is! ieee thine bean ex- 
Haim, Various diftreſſes I could have borne, but my fondeft 
wiſh was rRIENDSHIP and ſocial life: I flattered myſelf that Hs A- 
vx would grant my requeſt; yet, after I had found a tender, 
Dympachetie heart, attuned in uniſon to mine own; formed to 
ſloften the cares, and heighten all the joys of life; in a moment, 
the inviſible hand i oſed, and ſnatched: that friend for ever 
from mine eyes; and now L am left to roam through a ſelfiſh and 
unkind world, where every thing appears FOREIGN. TO MY SOUL, 
This it is which has made me weary: of the load of life, and 
prompted me to the fatal deed.” Methinks I hear another of 
you lament that a beloved offspring, who were the comfort and 
pride of your heart, were torn from your fond embrace by cruel 
| fate, and that none are left to mitigate your forrow, or to irra- 
_ diate the gloomy proſpect. Others may complain of cruelty 


and 
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e from thoſe they once; befriended; O 
| ference — even from thoſe ho were e. to > Nen in 
the fondeſt union of mutual love. And ALL of us may com- 
— of the fraud, malice, and treachery, which we behold 
_ around us; the inquſtice, .oppreſfion, and- ſlander, which often 
pusſue the moſt innocent and good. Theſe, and many more, 
are no doubt objects of regret to the humane heart, and in a 
gloomy hour may render us diſſatisfied with the world. But re- 
member, that all theſe are the natural conſequences of a ſtate of 
viciſſitude and frailty. The virtues of the beſt are.blended with 
d and our ſweeteſt enjoyments fugitive and precari- 
The reſult of theſe: reflections ſhould be, to guard us 
| 0 the impious deſire of ruſhing, into the unknown. world, 
and induce us to preſerve our health and life fo long as Heaven 
ſhall think proper, that we may be better n to ſuſtain an 
higher and more important ſphere. « of action— * when this mor- 
tal ſhall have put on immortality, this corruptio have put on 
| corruption, and death be Gallows: 6 up in victory. Then 
hall we attain the glorious deſtination. of our nature; and the 
fouls of the virtuous be united in a bond of love which ſhall 
never be diſſolved !\ Then ſhall we forget the toils and troubles 
of this infancy of our being; or, rather, we ſhall reflect upon 
them with pleaſure: as the mariner, when landed on the peace- 
ful ſhore, looks back deli Sande on . waves and en 
which drove him thithe.. 
Thus I have endeavoured: to bai thoſe isl aa falla- 

cious arguments which are apt to riſe in a diſordered mind, and 


are uſually urged as pretended apologies for Suicide. But how- 


ever n they may — at a diſtance, through the m 
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Hing eye of Deſpondeicy, they all vaniſh into pad when ex *. 
amined by the clear illumination of Reaſon and Religion. 


The reſult of the whole is to convince us that life is a moſt 
valuable acquiſition, a ſacred pledge of Heaven, and on no 
pretence whatſoever to be violated or injured. If Suicide, 
therefore, be in its nature ſo unwarrantable and aggravated, it 
may be proper to take a view of thoſe crimes which are W 
ſimilar to it, or which naturally lead to the commiſſion of it. 
In the firſt place, we will take notice of thoſe oy are lome- 
what ſimilar, | 13 
Next to the murder of 3 the murder Tx AN ornER i is 
the moſt atrocious of human crimes. We can, for every other 
injury, make ſome reparation to the party offended; but for 


; taking away life itſelf, no recompence whatſoever can be made, 
nor any equivalent puniſhnient inflicted on the offender, except 


the forfeiture of his own life. Hence the Almighty proclaimed 
to Noah, © Whoſoever ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his 


blood be ſhed.” And at the publication ob, the moral law from 
mount Sinai, Tuo | SHALT NOT KILL,” was uttered amidſt 


thunders, lightning, and earthquakes. Of murder there are 


various kinds. Sometimes it proceeds from a violent and un- 


premeditated impulſe of vAssiox. How dangerous then is it for 
us to give way to the emotions of impetuous rage! They may 


inſtigate us to a deed which may haunt us to our grave, and 
which tears and penitence « can never wipe away. On the other 


hand, ſometimes this crime is the reſult of cool; deliberate re- 
ſentment. This i is ſtill more heinous than the former, becauſe 
it indicates the moſt diabolical of all diſpoſitions, a ſettled and 
predetermined ene Sometimes murder is the effect of a baſe 


ä 2 iy | and | 
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and barbarous gen This gave riſe to the infamous prattive 
ofi\DutLLING: One man receives a frivolous affront perhaps 
from chis friend and companion; on which he immediately 
challenges him to meet him at an appointed time with the wea- 


pons of death. He goes forth in the full determination either 


to take away the life of his friend or to be killed himſelf on the 
ſpot. If the Combatants BOTH: periſh, is it not murder and Sui- 
cide united in him who gave the challenge But it often hap- 
pens that oxE of them falls. He lies a lifeleſs corſe, never to 


return more to his family and friends; e more o > fuſtain 


an uſeful or reputable rank in ſociety... ca. ot of Toahb 


Tell me, you who have one ſpark os jule or RO Is 


this the dictate, of HONOUR ! ? Is it the SaTI8FACTION which one 


gentleman ought to demand from another for a ſmall or imagi- 
nary offence? No! It has not the ſhadow of honour. It is in- 


famy, barbarity, MURDER. It is the aſſault of a lawleſs aſſaſſin 
—an aſſaſſin too often unpuniſhed and undiſgraced by a giddy 
world, who has adopted this faſhion, with many others, n a 
neighbouring kingdom, diſtinguiſhed for levity and licentiouſ- 
neſs. Till once this crime be branded with PUBLIC 16N0MINY, 
all that I or any other can urge againf it will be ineffectual. 


But thou, raſh deluded man, haſt perhaps taken this oppor- 


|  tunity of eſcaping from life. Art not thou therefore guilty of 
Suicide? If thou be the CAUSE of thine own death, where is 


the difference whether thou ruſheſt pon thine own ſword, or 


upon the ſword of another? 


There is one powerful motive which ſhould deter every one 
from the crime of Duelling, and that is—If death be the conſe- 


Medes how dreadful are the circumſtances of it! A ſtate of 


4 "7 TT horror, 


C 30 1 
Kion, | malice, revenge, „ bi; cd A 


Horror, diff 
moment from all the delights of life! is this che temper which 
becomes a dying hour? That hour w alloUld-vviffhzirh 
and ſerene; undiſturbed by paſſion; unagitated byi dare allo 
penitence, humility and gratitude; that -e may meditate the 
aurful change, and reſign with compoſure our parting ſoul irmo 
the hand of our Creator. Klas? how different is thats Hom that 
Teenie of frenzy we have now been contemplating Fi inn abt. 
But there is another ſpecies of murder, which aan dbu! 
with horror. 1 fudder: to relate it. ce the frantic MOTHER, 
deaf to the calls of Nature to the cries of her o Bank 
that babe to which ſhe is united by a tie the deareſt, dhe clolel. 
the fondeſt the heart ever F app the emotions of in- 
ſtinct itſelf, ſhe imbrues her 1 chands in its bloed This 
heinous and horrid acti \ proceeds from a moral Principle 
ſtrangely perverted. "The: DREAD. OF-SHAME, which is ſo _— 
rinplanted'i in every virtuous female, operates here fo ſtrongly as 
to overpower the voice of Nature. But reflect on the- cauſe of 
| this enorinity. This is inf „thou baſe sEDUOER: the 
blood of that infant cries for vengeance on thee. This crime, 
of all others, approaches neareſt to * becauſe our children 
ought to be conſidered as a PART OF: OURSBEL VES. 
Having now taken notice of thoſe.crimes that may dels. 
ed ſimilar to Self- murder, we ſhall next mention thoſe which 
naturally TEND to it. Among theſe we ought to rank every ſpe- 
cies of INTEMPERANCE. If I be the voluntary cauſe of mine own 
death, am not I almoſt equally culpable, whether that- death i is 
occaſioned in a month, or in a moment ? | moi 


Without 


| qbſninkly from the neceſ 


attention to a much larger number of unthinking mortals, who 
heedleſdly ruſh upon deſtruction in the pu 
Hold thine hand, thou deluded DRUNV EAR D! That cup is full of 
death! It will extingui 


15 dier and diſtract thy focal make thee more diſtempered and 


brute, into an halflanimates | 
fore, next to Suicide, is tl 


K * 3 


* ben mentioning thoſe who have periſhed by fail | 


7 ſupports of life, we may turn our 


ſuit 'of pleaſure. 


the lamp of thy reaſon; it will difor- 


frantic than the raving Bedlan be. and more ſenſeleſs and de- 


ſpicable than the beaſt of the field! Thou wilt look, and act, 


and ſpeak thou iknoweſt not what! That erect attitude, that ex- 


preflive countenance, that penetrating | genius, that image of 


thy God within thee will all be ſunk in the nauſeous draught 


ol intoxication ! Thy fellow-creatures will view thee with more 


pity and abhorrence than they would the moſt wretched ob ect 
in nature“ You who are advocates for the dignity of the 


; human-kind, come hither, and behold an humiliating example 


of the nobleſt work of God in this world, transformed, BY HIS 
OWN VOLUNTARY ACT, into a mad. man, into an ideot, into a 


Ap of earth. This vice, there- 


A that we can poſſi- 
bly commit upon ourſelves: it is a ow pecies « of Self-de- 


deſtruction ; becauſe, if not timely prevented, it will glide, 


gon deſtroy = 
Ene of li 56 St . 


Need I mention, likewiſe, che various ſpecies of LEWDNESS 


and DEBAUCHERY. Their effects upon the corporeal frame is uni- 


verſally evident. Remember, fond man, that though pleaſure 
be natural to the heart, and though Providence hath allotted 


| thee a conſiderable portion of it; yet if it be not purſued 


within 
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lives have been loſt byraſſinef 


man, therefore, W 


C 3 1 


within the ch * reaſon and virtue, it will end in an- 
guiſh and death. The uxkhALLOW ED path of pleaſure may 


appear to thee to be ſtrowed with flowers, yet beneath theſe 
flowers the poifonous viper lurks, ready to dart its ſharpeſt, 
moſt envenomed ſtings into thine inmoſt heart. Preſume not, 
therefore, too far. Let conſcience guide thy ſteps. Thou 


mayeſt tread ſecure in the ways of Wil ; * * "OY are ways of 
pleaſantneſs and peace.” Wain of meds niet” 
Thus it is that every ſpecies even i of NATURAL dilive Shot q 

indulged to exceſs, never fails to produce miſery and remorſe: 
The words of the wiſe man have often been verified: TERRE 


18 A PATH WHICH SEEMETH RIGHT ack A N "BT Ter 


END THEREOF ARE THE PATHS OF DEATH.” 


| Theſe reflections on intemperance are nearly connected with 
my ſubje&, becauſe I view it in this one light, of Os the 


voluntary means of haſtening the approach of death. 
Need I mention, likewiſe, the great wickedneſs of a. 


ourſelves to UNNECESSARY, DANGERS? How many valuable 

mand precipitate folly? Let every 

\ would. wi EE his hfe for the 

good of others, ca tiouſly avoid neee of dntiger where 
the event is dubidus. „ 

Having now conſidered ſome of thoſe crimes ieh have-' a 

tendency to ſhorten our days by their effects upon the BoDx, I 


2 


come in the laſt place to warn you againſt what is more perni- 


cious than any I have yet mentioned; and that is, the DISEASE 


of the Mix D. In vain ſhall we endeavour to keep the external 
fabric in repair, if all be dark and diſordered within; it is like 


adorning the outſide of an edifice, while the foundations are 


tottering 


F 


cottering into ruin. Some of you, perhaps, are in 4 ate of 
DESPAIR with regard to your eternal falvation ; and, conſcious 
of your aggravated crimes, you anticipate the horrors of the 
wrath to come. O beware, I beſeech thee, whoever thou art, 
of that gloomy Superſtition, which, under the name of RELI- 
G1ON, hath enſnared too many into her fatal labyrinth. Conſi- 
der the MERCY as well as the JusrIcE of thy God. Behold 
Him ready to forgive the penitent, and with tlie hand of be- 
nignity to blot out all thy tranſgreſſions. But wilt thou incur 
his increaſed diſpleaſure, by hurrying thine unprepared, unre- 
penting ſoul into his preſence? Alas! the remedy thou ſeekeſt, 
1s worſe than the evil of which thou complaineſt, Becauſe thou 
art AFRAID of hell, wilt thou ruſh headlong into it? If thou 
art in danger of pERISHING by the ſtorm, wilt thou, to eſcape 
from it, plunge into the devouring waves? If, therefore, thou 
haſt offended thy God, remember, that nothing can reſtore 
thee to his favour, except repentance and amendment of life. 
Beware, likewiſe, of a murmuring, melancholy temper with 
regard to earthly concerns. It will increaſe by indulgence, 
and at laſt take away all that makes life deſirable, the enjoy- 
ment of thine own mind; and, what is much to be dreaded, 
it may lead thee inſenſibly to harbour the moſt fatal and alarm 
ing of all reſolutions. Almoſt every act of Suicide proceeds 
from a miſguided imagination, and a fearful apprehenſion of 
ſome future evil too heavy to be ſupported. Hear this temper 
moſt emphatically defined in the Wiſdom of Solomon: FEAR 
is NOTHING ELSE BUT A BETRAYING OF THE SUCCOURS WHICH 
REASON OFFERETH, Let me entreat thee, then, to invoke that 


os Reaſon 


* Chap. xvu. 12. 


—— | 
— S. r * ere tw be 9 


— 


rr 


"= NG 2 94 ER ĩð½ꝗ/ ⁰ . eo Get 


— — 


— — ow*-o "I 
CE OE LR DC 
— 5 


2 1 1 
2 F 
5 „M r 

— 22 2 = 294 — ue — 


* —ů I 113 
0 


4 bs as 4 Jt FS * * 
wy Ae > 0 „ «af >- 94; 
., — D — 
c — y LI 
«29 % 4 2 9 
rn. n 4 


4 
Nt 
EE 
0 


= 
' 
F 
4 143 
x 
[| = 
, | 
in 
i A 
l [ts 
y 
' = 
| 1 
* 4 3 o 
t 7 
[ 1 1 
* ( N 
* 
7 
"of 
j * 
. 8 
2 . 
1 
5M 
+ 33% 
BY? 
U 8 
£2283 
p 4 0 
©: 3B 
"x 
1 
. 
+4 WY 
P 2 
"©? 1 
2 4 
x 
1 
x 
{ 4 
* ut 
bb. 
27 
1 3 
e 
I *.4 
is 
43 V 
7 
. 
* 5 
8 $ 
: } 
$0 
1 — 
i 
| 
T5 713 
4 : 
| | 
9 
* 
1 
ö 
4 
4; 
x 


34 J 


Reaſon to thine aid. Why ſhouldſt thou aggravate . woes 


of life, and create to thyſelf 1Macinaxy diſtreſſes, as if there 


were not enough which were REAL, to combat? But thoſe 
evils which we fear are always more terrifying than thoſe we 


ſuffer. They are like a pillar of ſmoke, which, though airy and 


unſubſtantial, riſes darker and darker, till it hides from our 
view the beams of the ſun. Let us, therefore, behold the ca- 


lamities of life through the medium of enlightened reaſon, 
and half of them will diſappear. There are ſome tempers 
which caſt a gloom on the brighteſt and moſt engaging ſcenes: 


they refuſe to taſte the ſweetened draught which i is offered, and 
perverſely drink of the embittered : they not only afflict them- 


ſelves with needleſs terrors, but communicate the baleful con- 


tagion to all who are within their reach. It is no wonder that 


ſuch as theſe are often ter mpted to eſcape from their own ſelf- 


created woes. I | 
Let me, therefore, call upon you who are now preſent, to 
ſhun this temper as you would the gates of hell. It will darken 
your reaſon, delude your fancy, and torture your heart. It 
will re- double every woe, and ſharpen the poignancy of every 
want. It will make you overlook the bleſſings which are already 
in your power, by tempting you to antedate ſcenes of felicity 


which can never be realized. It will render you peeviſh, diſ- 
contented, gloomy, ungrateful, a burden to yourſelves, and a 


_ torment to all who are connected with you. In ſhort, this 
temper of DESPONDENCY will make you weary of your life, and 


(if Providence interpoſe not) may prompt you to that fatal Deed 
which has been the ſubjett of this diſcourſe. 


What 
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lead them to VIRUE, to glory, to uſefulneſs, In vain ſhall they 


What NET 1 add more:? ? 1 have ſketched the den 0 that 


moſt depraved of human characters, the SELF-MURDERER. = 
have endeavoured to refute his fallacious arguments; and have 


warned you againſt thoſe pernicious habits which have a ten- 


dency to ſhorten, unlawfully, a too ſhort life. Let me there- 


fore conclude the whole, by addreſſing myſelf once more to the 


Self-aſſaſſin, who may now be meditating the irretrievable act. 


I charge thee, O raſh man, in the name of God, I charge 


95 then to conſider what thou art doing. The ſpirits of the juſt— 
of thy departed friends, are perhaps this moment looking down 


from their celeſtial abodes, deploring thy preſumption, and com- 
manding thee to. deſiſt! But if theſe have no power, let the 


calls of NATURE move thee. Hear, perhaps, the entreaties of 
an aged FaTHER, of a fond Morhzk, the guardians of thine 
infant years! Canſt thou bring their grey heirs with ſorrow to 
the grave? Think on what they have done for thee when thou 
| wert incapable of judging or acting for thyſelf. Is this thy re- 


turn for their tenderneſs? Wilt thou baſely die before thou 


haſt fulfilled thine obligations to them? Hear' the ſupplications 
of an affectionate Wirk, whoſe honour and intereſt are united 
with thine. Art thou regardleſs of her ſorrow? That dagger, 


which thou plungeſt into thine own breaſt, will be the cauſe of 


piercing hers with the keeneſt anguiſh. But behold a ſcene to 


melt the moſt hardened heart. Thy beloved CHILDREN kneel 


before thee ; thoſe whom thou haſt often gazed at with rapture, 
and claſped in the fond, exulting embrace. Thou refuſeſt to 


hear their diſtreſsful cries, or to dry up their guſhing tears. 
Thou art leaving them to a precarious fate: no tender hand to 


call 


1 36 1 
call u pon their cruel Sire. He left them in their utmoſſ exi- 


gence; and he left them in such A MANNER, that they 


the head of ſhame and ſorrow when his very name is inp g 
ed. And is it thus thou behaveſt towards thoſe whom Heaven 
hath entruſted to thy care, and who ought to be deareſt to thy 


ſoul? Is it thus thou ſhrinkeſt like a Coward from the fleld: of 
battle, leaving the heiplels to all che horrow of the war? May- 
not thy children's children, may not generations yet unbern riſe 


up and pronounce thee infamous! Perhaps thou haſt found! 
ſome KINDRED HEART, whoſe fond; female tenderneſs would ſof- 


ten the hardſhips of thy fate. If no other motive will prevail, 
live, I beſeech thee for her. The pangs which ſhe will feel from 


thine eternal abſence, will perhaps be more ſevere than thou 
art willing to imagine. But if thou art diſengaged from theſe 
more endearing ties, haſt thou no rRIEND, no brother, whoſe: 
welfare thou wouldſt wiſh to promote? and wilt thou fill their 
t thou 
no generous BENEFACTOR, who has relieved thy diftreſs, and' 
loaded thee with bounty? If thou dieſt thus, thou wilt wound 


75 kind hearts with the moſt bitter unavailing anguiſh? Hal 


him with the painful reſting; THAT HE HAS BEFRIENDED AN 
UNGRATEFUL MAN. 


But hath not thy Chon, which gave thee bitth, which 


has educated and brought thee up, and whoſe'laws continue to 
protect thee, hath not that Country a powerful and equitable 


claim upon thy life and labours? Art thou not enliſted a mem- 


ber of Sochrv, and ſworn to do thy utmoſt for its benefit? 
Doſt not thou profeſs the pureſt and moſt ſublime RELIGION? 
Wilt thou not then be the friend and advocate of thoſe prin- 
ciples thou HAY eſpouſed ? Canſt thou behold that religion. 


trampled 


+4 


torn afunder by civil diſſentions, or invaded by a foreign foe, 

wilt thou not rouſe for her ſupport? Wilt thou not lay down 
thy life in her cauſe? If thou wilt not, thou art unworthy to 
breathe the air of a land of freedom. Coward that thou art to 
turn thy ſword againſt thine own breaſt; inſtead of wielding it 


[ ” * 
pid to the ground by infidelity and licentiouſneſs, without 


- making one effort in her defence? Has the love of LI EER TY no 
charms for thee? That glorious liberty which was purchaſed by 


the blood of thy Forefathers wilt thou not ſtrive to tranſmit in- 
violate to the lateſt poſterity ? Suppoſe that thy country was 


in defence of thy country and thy religion! Thy SOVEREIGN 


calls upon thee for aſſiſtance; if thou refuſe, thou haſt neither 
the loyalty nor the courage of a ſubject. Will nothing then diſ- 


ſuade thee from this attempt! 2 Shall Heaven ae earth. invoke 4 
thee in vain? My ; 


Shall I addreſs thee g as a DISCIPLE OF Jxsvs, to e 


thou haſt ſworn allegiance ? ? He is the author and the finiſher of 
thy faith, who was meek and lowly in heart; who ever went 


about doing good; who has enjoined thee to © watch and pray 
left thou enter into temptation ; ; to work while it 1s yet day, for 
the night cometh wherein no man can work.” He it was, who, 


4 for the joy that was ſet before him, bed the croſs, and de- 
; ſpiſed the ſhame ;” who, when in the utmoſt diſtreſs, inſtead of 
repining at his fate, or wiſhing to eſcape from life, made this 


prayer to the Almighty for thine example, FATHER, IF IT BE 


' POSSIBLE, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME, NEVERTHELESS NOT 


MY WILL, BUT THINE BE DONE. Finally, remember that thou | 
art the diſciple of HiM who has commanded thee not to let thy 


K | heart 
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heart be Goubled, neither to be diſmayed, becauſe he has be 


| queathed to thee, if thou art worthy of it, that ACE or 'MinD 
- which paſſeth all underſtanding ; w ; which the world cannot give, 
and which the world can never take away. But if, unfortu- 
nately, thou be a ſtranger to that heavenly peace; if thou haſt 
ſhut thine eyes upon that life and immortality which was 
brought to light by the goſpel,” let me intreat thee, notwith- 


ſtanding, to conſider the guilt of Suicide, and its fatal conſe- 


quences to ſociety and to thyſelf; for 1 have already proved 


that whether thou be a Km or an nn. the crime is the 


fame. i Fo d 


I have now, 0 Wahinkig man, ins A fabjet i in 


various lights, and ſuppoſed thee in various ſituations. I have 
addreſſed thee as a diſciple of Jeſus, as a ſceptic and unbe- 


liever; I have appealed to thy feelings as a dutiful ſon, an af- 


fectionate huſband, a tender father, a kind brother, a fond 
lover, a faithful friend: I have conſidered the obligations thou 
art under to thy benefactors, to ſociety in general, and, above 


all, to the laws, liberty, and religion of that country which 


gave thee birth and education, and which protects inviolate all 
thy privileges. Theſe weighty motives ſhould induce thee to re- 
frain from injuring thy life; and if THESE are inſufficient, I 
ſhall advance no more. I leave thee to the mercy of that Be- 


ing, who is * the life of thy ſoul, and the length of thy days.” 


May Hx aid thee with his own ſtrength, and open thine eyes 


to the knowledge of the truth! Then ſhalt thou be free from 
the great Tranſgreſſion, and be reſtrained from committing a 


a crime which cannot be amended nor repented of; which will 
"Pp : 


«4 


An p an eternal odhin's on thy memory, TTY perhaps be pro- 


ductive of the moſt deplorable conſequences to thoſe thou 
leaveſt behind. Conſider, therefore; before it be too late; 
and may God give thee underſtanding i in all things! _ 


That the ſerious reflections in this diſcourſe may ſink deep 


into the hearts of all preſent, i is the moſt earneſt wiſh of my : 
ſoul. Let it not be found that I have ſpoken, or that you 


have attended, altogether in vain. Might I but hope that, by 


the bleſſing of HEAVEN, I had proved the means of preventing 
even ONE perſon from the FaTAL cRIMEe; I ſhould feel a happi- 


neſs too great to be uttered. Then would my weak endeavours 


be crowned with the thanks and the bleſſing of ſome happy Father, 
Mother, Wife, or Child, who Oy A" 1 W pipe 
| with the deepeſt anguiſh. 09 
Io conclude the whole, Jos me adi: you once more with 
the warmth and lincerity of one who is deeply intereſted in what 


he ſays. Let me conjure each individual in this large Audience, 


| by all that is dear to you in time or eternity, to . conſider thoſe 
wings that belong to your Dane before it be too late, and they 


be forever hid from your eyes.” Reflect on the indiſpenſible 


duty of preſerving your HEALTH and your LIFE. If you be diſ⸗- 
treſſed in mind, LIVE! ſerenity and joy may yet dawn upon 


your ſoul; if you are contented and chearful, LIVE! and diffuſe 
that happineſs to others. 


If misfortunes have befallen you 
by your own Wien Live! and be wiſer for the fu- 


ture; if they have befallen you by the fault of others, LIVE! 


you have nothing wherewith-to reproach yourſelf, ——If you 


are — — and helpleſs, LIVE! the gener 3 heart vill . 5 
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e will be his pui 
and recompenſe it b 
attac e wee Live! time will remove the 
the reproach well-founded, Lave! and ceaſe to 1 e 
If you are at preſent n e and 


applauded, LIVE! and preſerfe 
ired. 1 you have 
| „LIVE! anden zends by your 
duct ; if you has been 
municate your impro ements to others. 


OY 


If you have by | 


d and faithful friends, Liv I to 
If hitherto you have been i impious and w 

pent of your ; if you have been wiſe and virtuous, 
for the farther benefit of —— If you diſbelieve af 
ſtate, LIVE!] and be as uſeful and 3 in this as you can; 1 

you hope for immortality, LIVE! and prepare to enjoy it. 

Thus it is, that in whatever condition you are placed, Reaſon 
informs you that it is your duty to do all the good you can to 
7, and to the intention of your Creator, by enjoying with 
gratitude the bleſſings he has ſent. This is the only life of wif 
dom, utility, and inward peace. 
at ſuch a life be the happy choice of 

may God of his infinite goodneſs grant. 
and to the Word of his Grace do I commend you. 
* 985 5 e guard 


vicked, LIVE! and re- 
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guard you from every Temptation, and deliver you from every L 
vil. Then will you be enabled to act in the changing ſcenes 


of life as becomes the diſciples of Jzss, and the heirs of immor- 


2 
= 


— 


tality. May you, therefore, and I, and all thoſe whom we love, 
be ſincerely diſpoſed to unite in the wiſe and worthy reſolution, 
that ALL THE DAYS OF OUR APPOINTED TIME WE WILL WAIT 
WITH PATIENCE, GRATITUDE AND HOPE, TILL OUR LAST AND 
IMPORTANT CHANGE SHALL ARRIVE, 


Amen. 
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